
 

This summer did not disappoint! 
Jesus ‘N the Hood kicked off in 
June where we ministered to 
147 students. They learned what 
it meant to be a true friend. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 speaks about 
surrounding yourself with those 
who can lift and encourage. 
Through 5 different   speakers, plus 
musical artists and entertainers, 
small group discussions and 
games, students were able to see 
God lived out through others.  
Thirty students came forward for 
prayer and wanting change in 
their lives.

Our jr. high students experienced 
Stoney Creek Ranch Camp in late 
June. This five day camp gave 
our younger students a way to 
experience camp on a smaller 
level. Three students made the 
decision to accept Christ!

Our high school students took 
off for Kids Across America in 
late July. Six students accepted  
Christ for the first time and a 

number of other students came 
forward for prayer.  Both of these 
camps gave our students time 
away from everyday life to slow 
down, have fun, learn and listen 
to what God was saying to each 
of them.

Many of our students had firsts. 
First time at camp, first time going 
out of state, first time swimming 
in a lake, first time rock climbing, 
and, of course, meeting Jesus! 

None of this would be possible 
without the financial support 
from our wonderful donors. 
Whether you can give a one 
time gift or a monthly gift of  
$10-$500, every donation makes 
a difference.

Would you prayerfully consider 
partnering with us to be a part 
of many more firsts in these 
students’ lives?  The easiest way 
to give is to visit our website at 
www.hopeforyouth.org and click 
the Donate tab.
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From the Director 
Wendy Toups   

We have just come off an incredibly busy 
summer of ministry including 2 summer 
camps, a week of Jesus ‘N the Hood and 
Friday Night Lives.  The work is never ending 
but the rewards are great!  Behind everything 
we do is the passion and desire to introduce 
our students to Christ and make His name 
known.  

Sometimes life is messy and we have definitely 
seen that this year. From homelessness, 
electricity being turned off during the August 
heat wave, family members sometimes 
making poor choices, and students trying 
to navigate their teen years through these 
trying circumstances, Hope for Youth is a 
constant in the storm. 

Through it all, we model an attitude of 
thanksgiving and challenge our students to 
look beyond themselves and be thankful 
for where God has them in this season. The 
notes to the left are just a few of the many 
notes and cards we received from students 
after camp and throughout the year.

Will you pray for our students as a new school 
year has begun. Security of jobs, a safe place 
to live, family dynamics, etc. are all things the 
devil would like to attack. We know Christ 
is our way maker and our constant in the 
storm. Please pray that our students cling to 
Christ through the good and the bad times 
but learn to be thankful in each season.
 

Shopping With  
A Purpose!

Volunteer 
Spotlight 

Make your donation to Hope 
for Youth stretch by shopping 
with Amazon Smile. Login 
to smile.amazon.com and 
designate Hope for Youth 
as your charity of choice. 
A percentage of all your 
purchases will be given to 
the ministry in the form of a 
quarterly check. 

Every dollar counts as we 
strive to reach 
at-risk youth 
with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

From mentoring, teaching, driving, 
hanging out, serving food, listening, 
helping behind the scenes, etc., 
our volunteers are a talented and 
committed group.

LaTrina Taylor joined Hope 
for Youth in August 2018, as a  
volunteer, and has played an 
intregal part in the lives of  our 
teenage girls.  She is a gem and we 
are thankful she is serving with us.

What drew you to volunteer with 
Hope for Youth?
My love for God and my passion 
for kids! I didn’t grow up in a strict 
Christian based home but my 
dad made sure we went to church 
and my mom made sure we had a 
personal relationship with Christ. 
Joining HFY and ministering to 
teenagers was new for me and, 
to be honest, a little scary in the 
beginning. With the youth, not 
only was I able to give them advice 
and tell them a little about myself 
and my walk with God but I was 
able to listen to their stories and see 

God working in their lives. Being 
able to continue to do what I love 
(telling others about God and who 
He is and the love He has for us as 
a people) and being able to be a 
part of someone else’s life has been 
a blessing to me and, for that, I am 
eternally grateful.

What have you learned during your 
year with the ministry?
Although our battles may be 
different, our desire to be better and 
to experience God on a different 
level is the same. We are not defined 
by where or how we grew up but it 
is important that we know that God 
allows us to go through different 
tribulations in life so that we can 
minister to others and so that His 
name alone gets the glory. 
How can you tell someone that it 
is going to be ok or that God is a 

way maker if you have 
never experienced it for 
yourself. I have learned 
that every struggle, 
every disappointment 
and every trial that I 
had to endure was not 
to break me but that 
God was using each 

experience to mold me and prepare 
me for such a time as this. He knew 
that I had to be able to meet others 
where they were in order for me to 
be able to minister to them. During 
my time with HFY I have found my 
strength and regained my purpose.

How do you see God working in 
the students’ lives?
The kids at HFY have an excitement 
to know God and to praise God. 
They want to find Godly solutions 
to handle worldly problems. They 
participate in praise and worship 
by adding their own little flavor 
and they are engaged in the group 
sessions. I have noticed that even 
the kids who are quiet in the group 
conversations are listening and 
taking things in. I have had youth 
come up to me in the beginning of 
Friday Night Live and say “Ms., are 
you leading a group?” Towards the 
end of FNL those same kids started 
to open up. This lets me know that 
I am reaching them in some form; 
they just needed to know that 
someone truly hears them.

Thank you for......

...the opportunity to come to camp. It has taught 

me to face my fears, own up to my responsibilities 

and has drawn me closer to Christ. This is my first 

time here and I will remember it forever. Thank 

you for praying and giving to bring kids like me 

to camp.
....letting me learn about God and  

what He did for me. 

.......letting me 

come to camp. I 

love going to the 

pool and talking 

about the Lord 

and all He has 

done for me.

.....supporting Hope for Youth. It gives me and many kids like me the 
opportunity to learn and grow 
close to God. I’ve grown in 
myself as a person and have 
gained so many important life 
skills in the process.

......allowing me to learn new things and 
gain a better understanding of Christ. I 

hope to be able to share the Word with 
others as well.

....giving me the opportunity to  learn 

more about the Lord while meeting new 

...giving me the opportunity 

to do things I have never 

done before!


